
PROPOSITIONS
C A  G E N E R A L  E L E C T I O N



BE INFORMED.  MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD.

MAKE AMERICA SMART AGAIN (MASA) WAS FOUNDED 

BY SHEPARD AND AMANDA FAIREY AS A CALL TO ACTION FOR 

AMERICANS TO BE MORE INFORMED, TO START HEALTHY 

DIALOGUES WITH EACH OTHER, AND TO BE MORE INVOLVED 

IN OUR DEMOCRACY. MASA EMPOWERS CITIZENS TO STAY ENGAGED, 

KNOW THE FACTS, AND HOLD EACH OTHER TO HIGHER STANDARDS.

 THE FUTURE IS UNWRITTEN AND IT’S OURS TO WRITE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT: 
WWW.DUMBISOVERMASA.COM



A F F O R D A B L E  
H O U S I N G  B O N D S
Across the state, people are struggling to afford housing. 
The cost to rent or own a home in California is more 
expensive than in most of the country. To help provide 
housing to low-income and homeless residents, the state 
provides affordable loans to some home builders. These 
builders include local governments, nonprofits and some 
private companies. California also has a program that 
provides affordable home loans to military veterans.

Prop 1 would allow the state to sell $4 billion in new bonds to 
pay for existing affordable housing programs. Money would 
go toward programs for:

    Low-income residents 
    Veterans
    Housing near public transportation 
    Farmworkers

STATE BUDGET 
EFFECT
Repaying the bonds plus 
interest would cost the state 
about $170 million each year 
for the next 35 years. 

This amount is about 
one-tenth of one percent of 
the state’s current budget. 
The veterans’ program will 
be no cost to the state. 

    Prop 1 would only
provide housing for a 
small number of people.

    If California keeps
borrowing money, all 
residents will end up 
paying higher taxes.

I F  P R O P  1  P A S S E S

Prop 1 bonds would provide housing for up to 30,000 
low-income households and 7,500 farmworker households 
each year. Money from Prop 1 would also help 15,000 
homebuyers with down payments and provide home loans 
to about 3,000 veterans every year.

    California needs
housing for hardworking
families, seniors and 
people with disabilities.

    Prop 1 honors
veterans by helping 
them buy a home
when they return
from service.

YES NO



Repaying the bonds plus 
interest would cost the state 
about $170 million each year 
for the next 35 years. 

This amount is about 
one-tenth of one percent of 
the state’s current budget. 
The veterans’ program will 
be no cost to the state. 

M E N T A L  H E A L T H
H O U S I N G  P R O G R A M
In 2004, voters approved Prop 63 to help pay for mental 
health services with a special tax on people making more 
than a million dollars each year. Prop 63 taxes raise between 
$1.5 billion and $2.5 billion each year. Counties spend this 
money on many different mental health services, including 
housing. 

In 2016, state lawmakers passed a bill that created a new 
mental health housing program to provide homes for people 
with mental illnesses who are facing homelessness. The state 
would like to use money from Prop 63 to help pay for the 
new mental health housing program. This requires voter 
approval or permission from the courts.

Prop 2 would allow the state to sell up to $2 billion in bonds 
to help pay for the new mental health housing program. 

Up to $140 million from Prop 63 funds could be used each 
year to pay for these bonds.

STATE BUDGET 
EFFECT
Prop 2 will have no effect on 
the state budget. The new 
mental health housing 
program will be paid for 
using money the state 
already gets from Prop 63 
taxes on people making 
more than $1 million dollars a 
year. More money would be 
available for mental health 
housing. Less money would 
be available for county 
mental health services.

    Counties should make 
the decisions when it 
comes to housing for 
people with severe 
mental illnesses.

    Prop 2 will help home 
builders, instead of 
people with mental 
illnesses.

I F  P R O P  2  P A S S E S

    The best way to help
someone with mental
illness is to get them
a place to live.

    Prop 2 costs the
state nothing and
would provide
housing for our most
at-risk residents.

YES NO
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W A T E R  B O N D S
Most of California’s water comes from rain and melted snow. 
This water usually starts in the mountains and flows down 
through the areas around streams and rivers called 
“watersheds.” Local governments spend about $25 billion 
each year to protect watersheds against flood damage and 
provide clean water. 

In recent years, the state government has also spent about 
$4 billion per year to support water and environmental 
projects. Sometimes, the state borrows money to pay for 
these projects. The state also uses money from California’s 
main budget, which is called the General Fund.

Prop 3 would allow the state to sell $8.9 billion in new bonds 
to pay for water and environmental projects. 
Money would be spent on:

    Watershed protection 
    Drinking water
    Dam and reservoir repairs 
    Flood protection
    Fish and wildlife habitat improvements

STATE BUDGET 
EFFECT
Paying back the bonds plus
interest would cost the state 
about $430 million each year
for the next 40 years. 

Prop 3 would save local 
governments a couple 
hundred million dollars each 
year over the next 20-30 
years.

    Prop 3 does not do 
enough to fix the state’s 
water shortage.

I F  P R O P  3  P A S S E S

    Prop 3 will provide
safe drinking water to 
millions of Californians.

    Our state must now 
prepare for future 
droughts and floods.

    Prop 3 does not do 
enough to fix the state’s 
water shortage.

YES NO
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4

Paying back the bonds plus
interest would cost the state 
about $430 million each year
for the next 40 years. 

Prop 3 would save local 
governments a couple 
hundred million dollars each 
year over the next 20-30 
years.

C H I L D R E N ’ S
H O S P I T A L  B O N D
Thirteen hospitals in our state are considered “children’s 
hospitals.” These hospitals provide specialized care to infants 
and children with severe injuries and illnesses. Many children 
receiving care in these hospitals are from low-income 
communities. Children with difficult health conditions may 
receive support from the California Children’s Services (CCS) 
program. In the past, voters have approved two statewide 
bond measures to support children’s hospitals. 

These bonds have been used for new buildings, renovations 
and equipment. Most of the money from these bonds will run 
out by the end of this summer.

Prop 4 would allow the state to sell an additional $1.5 billion 
in bonds for hospitals serving children. Money could be used 
for construction, building improvements and equipment. To 
receive funding, hospitals must prove that they will use the 
money to help children from low-income families and those 
who don’t have health insurance. Money from Prop 4 would 
go to children’s hospitals and other hospitals serving 
children in the California Children’s Services program.

STATE BUDGET 
EFFECT
Paying back the bonds plus
interest will cost the state 
about $80 million each year 
for the next 35 years. 

This amount is less than 
one-tenth of one percent of 
the state’s current budget.

    Prop 4 will require the
state to borrow money
and pay it back over
many years.

I F  P R O P  4  P A S S E S

    Children’s hospitals
care for California’s most 
needy children. 
No matter what their
families can pay.

    Prop 4 will help keep
our hospitals up to date 
and ready to serve more 
children.

    Instead of borrowing
money, California should 
be looking at improving 
health care overall.

YES NO
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Paying back the bonds plus
interest will cost the state 
about $80 million each year 
for the next 35 years. 

This amount is less than 
one-tenth of one percent of 
the state’s current budget.

P R O P E R T Y
T A X  R U L E S
All homeowners are required to pay property taxes based on 
the value of their home. When people move into a new 
home, they often pay higher property taxes. California has 
special rules to allow some homeowners to buy a new home 
without paying higher property taxes. These rules apply to 
three types of homeowners: those who are 55 years or older; 
those with severe disabilities; and those whose homes have 
been affected by a natural disaster.

Prop 5 would expand the special property tax rules for 
homeowners who are 55 years or older, those with severe 
disabilities, and those whose homes have been affected by a 
natural disaster. These homeowners would be allowed to 
keep paying a similar amount in property tax no matter 
where they move in California or how many times they move. 
These homeowners could move to a cheaper home and pay 
lower property taxes than they are now. They could also 
move to a more expensive home and pay a smaller increase 
than what the rules allow now.

STATE BUDGET 
EFFECT
If people pay lower property 
taxes, Prop 5 would cause 
significant tax losses at both 
the state and local level. 
During the next few years, 
schools and local 
governments would lose over 
$100 million per year. Over 
time, this amount would
grow to about $1 billion per 
year. Less money would go 
to schools and fire 
departments. 

The state would need to 
spend more money on these 
services. Increased state 
spending would be between 
$100 million and $1 billion 
per year.

    Less money would
go to schools and public 
services, like fire 
departments.

I F  P R O P  5  P A S S E S

    Prop 5 will help seniors 
and people with severe
disabilities to move 
without having to pay 
higher taxes.
   

    When seniors move, 
more homes will be 
available for families with
children.

    Prop 5 would help
wealthy seniors. It would 
do nothing to bring 
down the cost of rent or 
address homelessness.

YES NO



6T R A N S P O R T A T I O N
T A X E S  A N D  F E E S
In 2017, state lawmakers passed a law called SB 1 to raise 
money for transportation in California. SB 1 increased taxes 
on gasoline and diesel fuel. 

It also created new transportation improvement fees that are 
paid when registering a vehicle. The state expects these 
taxes and fees to raise $4.4 billion this year. In 2020, this 
amount will increase to $5.1 billion. Money earned from SB 1 
helps pay for road and highway repairs, safety 
improvements, and public transportation.

Prop 6 would get rid of the taxes and fees passed last year 
as part of SB 1. The Legislature would need to get voter 
approval before passing new taxes on gasoline and diesel 
fuel. 

Voters would also have to approve before transportation 
improvement fees and vehicle license fees could be 
increased.

STATE BUDGET 
EFFECT
If Prop 6 passes, the state 
would get much less money 
from transportation taxes 
and fees. The state would 
lose $2.4 billion this year and 
$5.1 billion in 2020. There 
would be much less money 
available for highway and 
road repairs, as well as 
public transportation. 

California would also have 
less money for safety 
improvements. By requiring 
voter approval, Prop 6 could 
make it harder to raise 
transportation taxes and fees 
in the future.

    Transportation taxes 
and fees are paying for 
more than 6500 
projects throughout the
state.

I F  P R O P  6  P A S S E S

    Transportation taxes 
and fees are too high 
for low income residents 
and California’s working 
families.
   

    Voting yes on Prop 6 
would immediately lower
the price of gasoline and 
the cost to register a 
vehicle.

    If we don’t have 
money to pay for 
important bridge and 
road repairs, California 
will be less safe.

YES NO



D A Y L I G H T
S A V I N G  T I M E
Federal law sets standard time zones for each area of the 
country. California and other western states are in the Pacific 
Standard time zone. Current law requires the time of each 
zone to move forward by one hour from early March to early 
November each year during a period called Daylight Saving
Time. During this period, sunrises and sunsets happen one 
hour later. Federal law lets states choose to stay on standard 
time all year long, but prevents states from having 
year-round Daylight Saving Time.

Prop 7 would allow state lawmakers to vote on changing 
Daylight Saving Time. Lawmakers would be able to choose 
year-round Daylight Saving Time, if allowed by federal law. 
Any change would require support from two thirds of 
California’s Legislature. Until then, Prop 7 would keep 
California’s current Daylight Saving Time schedule.

STATE BUDGET 
EFFECT
Prop 7 would have no 
immediate effects. 

Impacts on state and local 
government would likely be 
very small.

    If the sun rises an
hour later in the winter 
this will have negative 
effects on schools, 
traffic and public safety.

I F  P R O P  7  P A S S E S

    Always being on 
Daylight Saving Time 
would have positive 
public health effects. 
The risk of heart attacks 
and strokes goes down.

    This change would also
reduce energy costs and
increase work production.

    Having a different
time than other
western states would
create confusion.

YES NO

7



8

Prop 7 would have no 
immediate effects. 

Impacts on state and local 
government would likely be 
very small.

K I D N E Y  
D I A L Y S I S  C L I N I C S
If a person’s kidneys stop working, they will need a 
transplant or special treatment, called dialysis, to
survive. Dialysis involves using a machine to filter the blood 
and return it back to a patient’s body. In California, dialysis
is usually provided by licensed dialysis clinics. Dialysis 
treatment is paid for by Medicare, Medi-Cal and private 
insurance.
Private insurance companies usually pay clinics much more 
for dialysis treatment than Medicare and Medi-Cal.

Prop 8 would limit how much dialysis clinics can charge for 
treatment. Clinics would be allowed to charge for the cost of 
providing “direct patient care” and “quality improvements,” 
plus an additional 15 percent. Each year clinics would have to 
report how much money they made, what they charged 
patients, and how much they spent on providing dialysis 
services. 

If clinics charge more than they are allowed, they would need 
to pay money back, mostly to patients’ insurance
companies. Prop 8 would also prevent clinics from treating
patients differently based on the type of insurance they have.

STATE BUDGET 
EFFECT
Budget effects would 
depend on how dialysis 
clinics react to the law. 

Effects would also depend
on how courts and the state 
Department of Public Health
interpret the law. 

State and local governments 
could save or lose tens of 
millions of dollars each year.

    California’s dialysis
clinics provide some of 
the highest quality care 
in the country.

I F  P R O P  8  P A S S E S

    Prop 8 will stop 
dialysis companies from
overcharging patients.

    This measure will 
lower healthcare costs 
for all Californians.

    Prop 8 will force
community dialysis
clinics to cut services
and close.

YES NO



Budget effects would 
depend on how dialysis 
clinics react to the law. 

Effects would also depend
on how courts and the state 
Department of Public Health
interpret the law. 

State and local governments 
could save or lose tens of 
millions of dollars each year.

9P R O P O S I T I O N  9
W A S  R E M O V E D
Prop 9 was removed from the ballot due to a court decision.

ENJOY A BRIEF
MENTAL VACATION



10
L O C A L  
G O V E R N M E N T S  
&  R E N T  C O N T R O L
Several California cities have “rent control” laws that limit 
how much landlords can increase rents each year. State law 
prevents rent control on single-family homes and housing 
built after Feb. 1, 1995. It also prevents local governments 
from telling landlords what they can charge when a renter 
first moves in. Courts have said that landlords must be 
allowed to increase rents enough to be able to make some 
money each year.

Prop 10 would change state law and allow local governments 
to make their own choices about rent control. Cities and 
counties would have more power to limit how much 
landlords can increase rents each year. Rent control rules 
could apply to any type of housing, no matter when the 
housing was built. This would include all types of apartments 
and single-family homes. Rules could also make it harder for 
a landlord to increase rents when a new renter moves in. 
Local rent control laws would still need to allow landlords to 
make some money each year.

STATE BUDGET 
EFFECT
Prop 10 has no immediate
effects on state or local 
budgets. Effects would 
depend on how many cities 
and counties pass rent 
control laws and how 
landlords would respond. 
Overall, the measure would
likely decrease money made 
from state and local taxes. 
Governments could see 
decreases in the tens to 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars each year. Cities or 
counties that pass rent 
control laws will also need to 
spend money to enforce
them. These costs will likely 
be paid by fees on landlords.

    Rent control will lead 
landlords to sell their 
property or stop renting. 
This will make rents 
even more expensive.

I F  P R O P  1 0  P A S S E S

    The high cost of rent is
hurting seniors, families
and low-income 
residents.

    Prop 10 will allow local
communities to choose
whether they want rent
control.

    Governments should 
not be able to tell 
single-family home 
owners how much they 
can charge for rent.

YES NO



A M B U L A N C E
E M P L O Y E E  B R E A K S
Many cities and counties depend on private companies to 
provide ambulance services. Ambulance employees are 
usually required to stay “on-call” during meal and rest 
breaks, meaning they must respond to emergency calls even 
while on a break. In 2016, the state Supreme Court ruled that 
similar kinds of workers must be given “off-duty” breaks 
which cannot be interrupted, even in the case of an 
emergency. Some ambulance employees have sued their 
companies claiming that they should be able to remain 
off-duty during breaks. Some of these lawsuits also seek 
extra pay for time employees were required to work during 
breaks.

If Prop 11 passes, private ambulance employees must remain 
on-call during their entire shift. If an employee’s break is 
interrupted, their employer will be required to provide 
another break during their shift. All breaks would be paid at 
an employee’s regular rate. Ambulance companies would 
also be required to provide additional paid training and 
mental health services to ambulance employees. Prop 11 
could also protect ambulance companies from having to pay 
employees who were prevented from taking off-duty breaks 
in the past. This measure would not apply to public 
ambulance employees, who typically work for local fire 
departments.

STATE BUDGET 
EFFECT
Overall, Prop 11 would lower 
costs for private ambulance 
companies. 

Cities and counties that 
depend on private 
ambulance services would 
also save money, possibly in 
the tens of millions of dollars 
each year.

    No argument against 
Prop 11 was submitted.

I F  P R O P  1 1  P A S S E S

    Prop 11 protects public 
safety and makes sure 
that private ambulance 
companies can quickly 
respond to emergencies.

    Ambulance employees
deserve more training 
and mental health
supports.

YES NO
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F A R M
A N I M A L  C A G E S
Under current law, pregnant pigs, egg-laying hens and veal 
cows must be kept in certain cages and crates. 

These cages and crates must allow the animal to lie down, 
stand up, turn around and fully extend their legs. It is also 
against the law to sell eggs from hens kept in cages that do 
not meet these rules.

Proposition 12 would create specific rules about the size of 
cages and crates for pregnant pigs, egg-laying hens and veal 
cows. 

It would be illegal to sell meat or eggs from animals kept in 
cages that do not meet these rules. In 2022, farmers would 
also be required to keep egg-laying hens in cage-free 
housing. The California Department of Food and Agriculture 
would enforce these rules.

STATE BUDGET 
EFFECT
It could cost the state up to 
$10 million each year to 
enforce the new rules. The  
state could receive less 
money in taxes if farmers  
choose to raise fewer 
animals. Because farmers 
may need to build new cages 
or crates, Prop 12 is also 
likely to increase the cost of 
pork, veal and eggs.

YES NO

    This measure does
not go far enough to 
protect farm animals.

I F  P R O P  1 2  P A S S E S

    It is cruel and unsafe 
to keep animals in small 
cages.

    Increasing cage sizes 
will reduce the risks of 
food poisoning and farm 
pollution.

    Prop 12’s cagesize
rules would not be big 
enough for all types of 
egg-laying hens.

12





want to find out more?

ALL INFO RESOURCED FROM THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CALIFORNIA’S

EASYVOTERGUIDE.ORG

BUT IF YOU NEED EVEN MORE HELP WITH YOUR BALLOT, 
VISIT THESE SITES:

WWW.BALLOTREADY.ORG
WWW.VOTESAVEAMERICA.COM

WWW.VOTERSEDGE.ORG


